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MILITARY OFFICER TO 
THE SYRIAN MISSION. 


VISIT OF A 


(Continued from page 8.) 


Character and Employments of the Mis- 
sionaries. 


All the Missionaries and their ladies 
dined this evening with Mr. and Mrs. Fenn, 
and [ was a delighted spectator of their mu- 
tual cordiality and Christian friendship. It 
seems, indeed, a peculiar blessing from the 
Almighty to this fallen Church, that those 
whom, I hope without being presumptuous, 
we may venture to regard as sent to be His 
honoured instruments in restoring her to 
her pristine faith, should be all unques- 
tionably pious men: surely it is an earnest 
that His blessing will attend their labours. 

In order to prevent confusion, and in- 
erease their mutual efficiency, they have, 
at Mr. Fenn’s suggestion, each taken a se- 
parate line of usefulness. Mr. Fenn su- 
perintends the College and its concerns— 
Mr. Baker, the Schvols; and Mr. Bailey 
translates, preaches, and visits the Church- 
es. By this excellent regulation, each be- 
comes better master of the business in his 
own appointed line—no one interferes with 
another’s pursuits—and all things are con- 
ducted with unbroken harmony. 


Character of the Metropolitan. 


They speak in high terms of the Metro- 
politan’s humility and good sense; and 
they have hopes that the work of Divine 
Grace is really begun in his heart; parti- 
cularly since they have reason to believe 
that he does not neglect the important 
work of PRIVATE prayer—a part of reli- 
gious duty which seems to have fallen into 
almost general and total disuse among the 
Syrians. Whenever the missionaries ex- 
press a wish, he gladly aecedes to it, as far 
as heis able: but this they seldom do,in a 
direct manner ; as their object is, rather to 
let unprovements spring from their sugges- 
tions, acting on the gradually iacreasing 
light of his own mind. Some few amelio- 
rations have been already effected ; and, a- 
mong them, one very important one—the 
marriage of a large body of the Catanars. 
In these improvements, the Metran mod- 
estly declines any share of merit ; openly 
attributing all to the friendly counsel of 
the missionaries, and acknowledging his 
own sad ignorance, and earnest desire of 
further light and instruction. He perser- 





ally resides in the college ; and, every even- 
ing, regularly questions the students as to 
what they have been learning during the 
day. 


Regard of the Syrians for the Memory of 
Dr. Buchanan. 


The Syriauw Clergy seem to have alla 
great veneration for the name of Dr. Bu- 
chanan ; though for two or three years af- 
ter he left them, they quite execrated his 
memory, in consequence of their hearing 
no news of their ancient and only complete 
copy of the Holy Scriptures in manuscript, 
which they permitted him to take away, 
under a promise of sending them the same 
book in print. Until the printed Scrip- 
tures arrived, they imagined he had been 
deceiving them; but when they had dili- 
gently compared them with the numerous 
fragments which they still possessed, 
and found them minutely exact copies, 
their joy and veneration far exceeded the 
abhorrence which they had lately expressed 
towards their benefactor. 


Syrian College. 


Feb. 21, 1821.—Mr. Fenn, conducted 
me, this morning, to the college. Itisa 
handsome buildivg for this country ; and 
certainly well adapted to its pregent pur- 
pose. Its form is that of a small quadran- 
gle, with an open area in the centre; and 
outside the front gate of the building, but 
close to it, is the chapel. The college 
has two stories; and a eseful, though 
very small library, provided chiefly at the 
expense of the Church Missionary Socie- 
ty. 

There are, at present, fourteen students, 
destined for the Sacred Ministry ; besides 
a considerable number of boys, selected 
from the Church schools, and sent here ta 
finish their education. The whole is yet in 
its infancy, having been but &fteen months 
in action; but I have seldom seen a better 
promise of future success than it presents, 
from three principal causes—the affection 
which the young men and boys evince to- 
ward their instructor; tbeir strongly ex- 
pressed desire of learning ; and his capa- 
bility of filling the situatiog in which he 
takes the warmest interest. 

Of the most intelligent and promising of 
the young men, named Marcus, I shall 
probably have occasiey to say more here- 
after: to-day I saw fittle of him, exeept 






























































during his examination in the rudiments 
of the Latin Grammar: as far as he was 
advanced tn it, he was well informed. 

After having examined the collegians 
and boys, whose progress must be estimat- 
ed rather by the shortness of time since 
which they have commenced their studies, 
and by other numerous difficulties, than by 
their actual acquirements, we proceeded 
to the apartment of the metropolitan ; 
whom we found in his usual robe of crim- 
son silk, with an agate cross, suspended 
from his neck with a golden chain; red 
shoes, gold or gilt buckles, and his head 
covered with a  peculiarly-shaped silk 
handkerchief, in which numerous small 
crosses were marked. The crimson robe 
resembled in shape an English clergyman’s 
surplice, and the dress was certainly hand- 
some. 


.Veranum. 


eb. 22.—I set out this morning, in com- 
pany with Mr. Bailey, to visit the principal 
Churches south of Cotym. We proceed- 
ed by water, in a large boat, presented to 
the mission by the Ranee ; and it was man- 
ned chiefly by Syrian rowers. We ar- 
rived at Neranum, which is forty miles S. 
by E. from Cotym, in the evening. It is 
one of the largest churches, and has about 
5000 Christians connected with it. It was 
the usual residence of the Metran, until he 
came to live at the college. We were ac- 
commodated for the night in a small low 
room, close to the church, and built in 
the shape ef the upper part of the great 
gateway of a pageda. 


River Panda. 


Feb. 23.—We re-embaiked at day-light, 
and began to ascend the River Panda ; 
which is a @ne sheet of water, its banks 
richly covered, down to the borders of tbe 
stream, with woods and gardens. In the 
woods, we saw in abundance tke cocoa-nut 
and betel-trees, and other specics of the 
arica, the mango, banian, jack, teak, plan- 
tain, pepper, and a variety of plants and 
trees, with which, being no botanist, [ am 
unacquainted. The river was full of fish; 
the woods, of numerous species of varie- 
gated birds, some of them among the most 
beautiful plumage that 1 have ever seen. 
Isolated cottages among the woods; steps 
carved rudely in the rocks, from the river 
up to their doors; women washing; and 
canoes passing lightly up and down—add- 
ed animation to this beautiful scene ; and 
its effect was further heightened by the 
brilliant light of an Indian rising sun, dart- 
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ing at intervals through the thick foliage 
of the banian, or gilding the wavy tops of 
the lofty arica. 


Chenganoor. 


We arrived, pleased and gratified, and 
thankful for all, to our gracious Father, at 
the village of Chenganoor, where we 
breakfasted. It is about six miles E. by 8. 
from Neranum. That of Chenganoor is 
among the most ancient of the Syrian 
Churches; but it is not possible to ascer- 
tain when it was built: the Catanars onl; 
reply to questions on that head from civil- 
ity, and by supposition ; as they are all re- 
markably inattentive to, and consequently 
inaccurate in, the dates which they assign 
to most things. 

In the church were several foolish and 
wretchedly executed daubs, painted on the 
walls; and, among them, a representation 
of St. George and the Dragon. I inquired 
into the history of this misnamed Saint, 
whom my countrymen have so extraordi- 
rarily chosen as their patron; and what 
they told me of him coincided so exactly 
with the accounts given of him in the silly 
Roman Catholic Legends, that, from this 
and some other circumstances, I should 
conjecture these paintings, stories, and ma- 
ny even of the present church ceremonies 
and processions, to have only existed among 
them since the times of the Portuguese Ty- 
ranny. When I asked of what country 
they supposed St. George to have been a 
native, they told me “He came from 
Rome.” 

We found, on inquiry, that at this churcl: 
they had not yet established any school, 
assigning extreme poverty as the cause ; 
however, after a little conversation, they 
consented to receive a schoolmaster ; and 
twenty principal householders agreed to 
contribute eawh four chuckrams* per 
month, as his salary. One will conse- 
quently be sent from Cotym, or from some 
other place; as there is none eligible in 
this poor village. 

[ forgot to remark, in my account of 
the church, that on the wall inside is paint- 
ed a calendar of their moveable feasts ani 
the Syrian Confession. 

There is a petty native Rajah here, 
whose PALACE is in the village; he is a- 
bout ten years old; and his people have 
not persecated the Christians, as has been 
the case throughout the remainder of the 
country. 


_* A Chuckram is in value nearly the same as au 
English penny. 
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Puttencave. 

One mile further up the Panda, and on 
the opposite side to Chenganoor, is the 
Church of Callucherri; and three miles 
bevond, that of Puttencave, where we 
stopped to dine. The church of the latter 
is large, and well situated on a hil rising 


from the water’s edge; and the village to~ 


which it belongs extends, from the foot of 
it, some way down the bank of the river. 

After dinner, we walked through the ba- 
zar, in which are none but Christian in- 
habitants; and paid a visit to one of the 
Catanars and his wite, who have been mar- 
ried, under the new regulations, about fif- 
teen months. She is a young girl, about 
sixteen or seventeen, with a pleasing coun- 
tenance, and dressed with greater decency 
than is usual among them; but was, as 
may be supposed, not a little embarrassed, 
at having to entertain the first two Euro- 
peans whom she had perhaps ever seen. I 
should scarcely have thought this visit 
worthy of remark, but from the singularity 
of such an event in India, and the very* 
decided proof which it affords, how free 
the!Syrians are from a prejudice, else so uni- 
versally prevalent there, of the dishon- 
our sustained by a man of any rank, should 
his wife chance to be exposed to the gaze 
of a stranger. Most of the Catanars are 
now married: they had practised celibacy, 
according to their own account, only since 
the times ef the Portuguese; and they 
seem sincerely glad to have so unnatural 
and unscriptural a practice discontinued. 

We embarked once more, a little before 
dark, meaning to sleep at Maramanna ; 
but, after ascending the river with difficul- 
ty about three miles, it became so shallow, 
that we despaired of getting up any further 
m our laige boat; and therefore decided 
on sleeping in it, and proceeding in a canoe 
at four o’clock in the morning. 


Coveneherri. 


Feb. 24, 1821.—We set out accarding to 
our intention: and having landed the 
breakfast things at Maramanna, continued 
our trip up the river, as far as Covencherri, 
which is about ten miles east of Putten- 
cave. This church is beautifully situated 
among wild scenery of hills and woods, and 
is kept clean and neat. Inside was a wood- 
en image of St. Thomas, the first which I 
had noticed among them ; and, on remark- 
ing to the Catanars how sorry I was to see 
it there, they told me that it had been for- 
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merly put there by the Roman Catholics, 
and had not been removed since ; but, that 
as they did not put the slightest value on 
it, they would have it removed immediate- 
ly. I learned afterwards that they were 
all superstitiously afraid of laying hands on 
it, for the purpose of removal; ull one, 
bolder or wiser than the rest, shewed 
them the example. 


Maramanna. 


We staid here but a short time; and re- 
turned two miles down the stream to Ma- 
ramanna, to breakfast. The banks of the 
river, and all the scenery between the two 
places, were truly romamtic. The princi- 
pal Catanar of Maramanna is a very res- 
pectable man; much in the habit, we were 
told, of family prayer: and his nephew, 
aiso a Catanar, and Malpan (or Doctor of 
Divinity,) is a young man of abilities, and 
esteemed among his countrymen. We 
had a good deal of conversation with 
him, in which he shewed good sense, and 
some knowledge of scripture. He says he 
is very anxious to learn English, and means 
shortly to go to the College, for the pur- 
pose ; but as his wife has been lately con- 
fined, he is unwilling to quit her at the pre- 
sent moment. This young Malpan’s name 
is Abraham; and the missionaries have 
hopes that he will turnout a genuine Chris- 
tian: he certainly seems well disposed. 

Mavelicari. 


After breakfast, we continued to descend 
the Panda ; and when we had gone about 
ten miles, entered a branch which flows in 
a southerly direction: we followed nearly 
that course, until we reached Mavelicari, ' 
a little before dark. We are lodged ina 
gallery over the west end of the church ; 
and it is by no means an uncomfortable 
apartment. The people here, as at all the 
villages, received us in a body, with every 
demonstration of kindness, and expressions 
of gratitude for our visit. Perhaps this is 
owing, in a great measure, to the Metran’s 
letters of recommendation ; but I am wil- 
ling to hopethat they are themselves grati- 
fied by our coming among them. 

(To be concluded.) 





UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY. 

From the American Missionary Register for 
June, we give the following extracts rejative to 
the Union and Great Osage Missions. 

UNION MISSION. 
Rev. Mr. Vaill to the Domestic Secretary, 
January 1, 1823. 

Dear Sir,—It may be expected that we 

sheuld give the Board sunre accotnt of th 






















































36 Great Osage Mission. { Sunz 


state of the Indians. Since the peace they 
have been scattered in different directions, 
for the purpose of hunting. By the war 
they have become poor. The restoration 
of peace, and the opportunity of trade, 
which was never greater, has led tiem to 
bestir themselves, and it has been a busy 
fall. They have taken an immense num- 
ber of deer: some imagine never so many 
inene season. Their scattered situation 
has prevented our seeing the chiefs togeth- 
er in council since the war closed. The 
people, in passing to and from their en- 
campments, call to see us—so that not a 
day has passed, since the peace took place, 
but that more or less have been with us, 
and, first and last, probably not less than 
three handred children ; stil], owing either 
to indifference or to prejudice, they do 
not tell us the cause why they do not bring 
forward their children. It is probable that 
some change in the location of their prin- 
cipal village is to take place shortly ; for 
it may be said, in truth, that at no time 
have the Osages been in a more unsettled 
state than the present. Still we have not 
the same kind of fear as we had during the 
war ; for then, when they talked of a re- 
moval, it was to seme distant country ; 
now there is a prospect of the different vil- 
Jages being located nearer to each other, 
and near to this mission; and this pros- 
pect arises from the fact that the Indian 
trade will be maintained on Grand River 
in future. 

These, Sir, are some of the many facts 
relative to this people. Already have we 
had cause for humiliation in not being 
able to accomplish the views of the Soci- 
ety, and our own views also. But we need 
all this, and much more. We are learn- 
ing more and more to commit our work 
to the Lord, and labour in humble reliance 
on his Providence and Grace. 


JOURNAL FOR DECEMBER, 1822. 
Lord’s Day, Dec. 8.—“ For where your 


treasure is there will your heart be also.” 
From these words we have been addressed 
by Brother Pixley. 


Captured Children. 


An Indian, with his wife, came te inquire 
about his captive children, taken from 
them last September by the Choctaws. 
He had sent to Col. Arbuckle to kuow if 
they could be obtained. Brother Vaill 
having previously made the inquiry at 
Fort Smith, informed them the Colonel 
had sent them to the Choctaw Camp for 
captives, but that the enemy had conveyed 
them away where they could not be ob- 
t@imed at that time. 


Monday Dec. 9.—The Indian appeared 
this morning, having his face blacked, and 
his wife with earth on her head. They 
were crying long before the dawn of day 
Being asked to eat,they replied no, we are 
poor, and feel unhappy. The Osages 
never eat while the signs of sadness are 
upon them. “ Except they wash, they 
eat not.” Sometimes they pass the whole 
day in voluntary abstinence. 


Application for ordinance of Baptism. 


Thursday Dec. 19.—A man and _ his 
wife arrived, who came seventy miles to 
visit us, and to obtain baptism for their 
infant ; but as neither were members otf 
any Christian church, we were constrained 
to deny them this ordinance. On their 
way last summer, while removing from 
Missouri, they stopped near us, where the 
mother learned to read. She became 
thoughtful and somewhat serious, but she 
is ignorant of the nature and design of the 
ordinances. May the great Head of the 
Church send Christian teachers into this 
territory. There ts a famine ofihe word. 


Reflections on the close of the year. 


Thursday, Dec. 31.—At the close of this 
year, we would calito mind the goodness 
of God in providing for all our wants. 
Though we were once reduced to straits, 
yet we have not suffered. The last year 
has also been remarkable for health in this 
family ; for though some have been sub- 
ject to indisposition, yet scarcely any have 
been stretched upon beds of sickness. 
While those who have come from a dis- 
tance have been dangerously ill, our own 
little number have been preserved. God 
has also increased our number, blessed us 
with many rich and precious blessings, and 
crowned the year with his goodness. Oh! 
that his goodness might lead us to greate: 
diligence in the good work before us. 





GREAT OSAGE MISSION. 
Journal for November, 1822. 

Sunday,Nov.3.—Brother Dodge preach 
ed in the morning, and Brother Montgom- 
ery in the afternoon. Attended to Com- 
munion, at which season two of our labour- 
ers requested the privilege of communing 
with us. One of them is a black man, 
and a slave to a man at the Missouri. He 
has a wife and four children. He has been 
brought up in ignorance, and, when he 
came to us a few weeks since, he could 
not read intelligibly. He manifests a great 
desire to acquire learning that he may be 
able to do some good by exkorting or 
preaching among the blacks. He pays his 
master for one day in a week, to go te 
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school while here ; the rest of the week he 
labours. He came here that he miglit en- 


joy the privilege of our Sabbath School, 
as well as other advantages which he con- 
sidered he might obtain to gather informa- 
tion. , 

Wednesday Nov. 6.—For the first time 
cern is ground at our new mill, and we 
partake this evening of the first bread rais- 
ed by us in the Osage country. This 
privilege will make our circumstances 
more comfortable. The water rises very 
slow. Our saw-mill has been in readiness 
some time, but we have not been able to 
use it for want of water. The cost of our 
mills, thus far, has amounted to nearly two 
thousand dollars, and the probable cost of 
finishing them will be from four to six 
hundred dollars. 

Wednesday, Nov. 13.—Two half breed 
children were brought to our school to- 
day, a boy and girl. They are about 3 
years old, and have lived in a white family 
three or four years. They speak both 
the English and Osage very well. We think 
they will be quite an advantage to the oth- 
er children in learning the English. 

Saturday, Nov. 23.—We circulated a 
subscription paper among those ofour fam- 
ily who have not given their property to 
the mission, and among our hired men, 
and raised upwards of two hundred dollars, 
for the purpose of redeeming a man of 
colour from slavery, that he may have an 
opportunity to study with a view to the 
{iospel ministry. 


we 


A NARRATIVE 


Ofthe State of Religion within the bounds 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States. 


The General Assembly finds it, every 
year, more difficult to exhibit a just view 
of the State of Religion within their 
bounds. The extension of their limits, the 
increasing number of their churches and 
communicants, the variety and importance 
of their religious institutions render this 
duty, at once pleasing and arduous. On 
these subjects, they do not judge it expedi- 
dient to enter as much into detail as they 
have done on some former occasions; but 
they desire to furnish such a statement of 
the dispensations of Previdesce, towards 
the churches under their care, as shall im- 
press their members with right views of 
their present state and obligations. 

The Presbyterian Church, iv the United 
States, embraces thirteen Synods, and 
more than seventy Presbyterics One: of 
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these Presbyteries is in the eastern part of 
New England ; all the others lie on the 
west and south of that region, and stretch 
from Niagara and Champlain, in the state 
of New York, to Missouri and Louisiana 
on the south-west, a distance of more than 
1200 miles. No inconsiderable part of 
the population spread over this extended 
region, is dependant on the Presby- 
terian Church for the ordinary means of 
grace. From that church, to a considera- 
ble degree, they expect the preaching of 
the Gospel, and the administration of its 
ordinances ; the patronage of Literary and 
Theological Seminaries ; the religious in- 
struction of the young, and the encour- 
agement and maintenance of charitable 
institutions, Could we command an ade- 
quate supply of labourers for the field 
which we are invited tooccupy, the amount 
of effort and responsibility devolving on 
us would be increasingly great ; but an 
adequate supply of labourers does not ex- 
ist. The provision which has been made, 
and is now making, for the religious wants 
that have awakened our solicitude, will be 
stated in its proper place. At present, we 
wish distinctly to announce the fact, that 
the means of religious instruction are in- 
adequate, in a lamentable degree, to the 
demand for their employment. From doc- 
uments which will appear in another form, 
it is clearly deducible that our population 
is rapidly gaining on the means of religious 
improvement. ‘To illustrate this position, 
in regard to the preaching of the Gospel, 
the following facts may be stated. Inthe 
Presbytery of Niagara, there are thirty-one 
churches, and only seven ministers and li- 
centiates. ‘The Presbytery of Albany is 
among those which are best supplied with 
the ministry of the Gospel ; but, in four 
counties within its bounds, mere than 50,- 
000 souls are represented as destitute of 
adequate means of grace. In the exten- 
sive states of Mississippi and Louisiana, 
there cannot be found more than eight or 
ten Presbyterian ministers, and very few 
ofany other denomination. The whole 
territory of Michigan is yet missionary 
ground ; while East and West Florida, 
with a numerous population, in a yery in- 
teresting state, have no minister of our 
communion. In one city with three or 
four thousand inhabitants, much anxiety is 
evinced to obtain a stated Protestant min- 
istry. 

These are some of the reasons for asser- 
ting that the means of grave are alarmingly 
inadequate to the exigencies of our popula- 
tion. To render this view more appalling, 
we are assured that the deficieacy ts in- 











38 State of Religion within the bounds of the General Assembly [Juny 


creasing. New settlements, unfurnished 
with a Christian ministry are forniing in 
the west; while the demands of the east are 
not diminished. The wave of emigration 
rolls farther and farther onward; and, unless 
God interpose, by some special movements 
of his people, in their favour, it would, real- 
ly, seem that our children are likely to set- 
tle on the shores of the Pacific Ocean, 
without the Christian religion. 

Let us now contemplate some of the 
means which are employed for the cul- 
tivation of this vast field, and the partica- 
jar aspect of providence towards it, during 
the past year. The stated and ordinary 
means of grace have been afforded as usu- 
al; and our ministers, and elders, general- 
ly, appear to have been engaged with zeal 
and fidelity, in the various departments of 
their duty. The spirit of religious exer- 
tion is still active ; and,in some instances, 
it has appeared in new and _ successful 
modes of operation. In addition to the 
efforts of Sabbath Schools, Catechetical 
Instruction, Bible Classes, the Concert of 
Prayer, Bible Societies, Theological Sem- 
inaries, Education and Missionary Asso- 
ciations, we are happy to learn that more 
than usual attention has been paid to the 
religious instruction of seamen; and, that, 
on many minds, the present condition of 
the Jews has made a distinct and affecting 
impression. While, on these subjects, it 
does got accord with the design of this 
narrative, to descend to particulars; we 
do not hesitate to invite the attention of 
our churches to the reports respecting 
them, which are now before the public ; 
and, particularly to that of the Society for 
ineliorating the condition of the Jews. 

The T@eological Seminary, at Prince- 
ton, has been unusually full during the last 
year. At present, it numbers eighty-five 
students. But the Board have still to de- 
tail the embarrassments under which it la- 
bours for want of funds.* The Theologic- 
al Seminary at Auburn is yet in its incipi- 
ent state, but represented as rising in pros- 
perity. Its number of students, at present 
are thirteen. 

The Board of Missions, acting under the 
direction of the General Assembly, have, 
as usual, made an interesting report. ‘This 
Board have a few important auxiliaries in 
different remote sections of the country ; 
and extracts from the journals of their mis- 
sionaries show that their labours in many 





* Will any of our congregations remain unmov- 
edon this subject, when they learn, from the 
Report of the Directors, that promising young 
men are every year prevented from uniting with 
the Semunary, for the want of pecuniary means? 


instances, have been suddenly and exten- 
sively blest. ‘The Board make an urgent 
appeal for more liberal patronage in 
behalf of this ancient missionary institu- 
tion. There are many other local socie- 
ties within our bounds, alming at the same 
grand object, among which the Assembly 
observe with pleasure the United Domes- 
tic Missionary Society of New York. 

The proceedings of this Assembly con- 
tains a distinct representation, on the edu- 
cation of pious and indigent young men, 
for the gospel ministry. We are happy to 
perceive that this important object is com- 
manding more attention among our 
churches, and as evidence of this, we refer 
to the exertions of the various Education 
Societies with their auxiliaries ; and those 
in particular of the Presbytery of Albany, 
which alone is represented as having ex- 
pended about 1200 dollars for this object 
during the past year. 

The United Foreign Missionary Society, 
though not confined to our denomination, 
commands, it is believed, throughout our 
churches, a good and increasing degree of 
favour. Hitherto its labours have been 
confined to its own Western Indians, 
among whom it has now five stations with 
well organized education families. ‘There 
should be but one sentiment among Chris- 
tians on the duty of patronizing this noble 
institution. The directors, have neverthe- 
less,to complain that their resources have 
been limited to an amount far short of their 
expenditures ; and the Assembly, would 
cordially unite with them in the hope, that 
the peculiarly imposing claims of this sucie- 
ty, will not much longer,suffer it to languish. 

Having alluded to most of the means of 
religious improvement, enjoyed by our 
churches, it becomes us now to inquire 
what has been the result. On this subject 
we should speak with great caution. But 
it is important to exhibit the spiritual state 
of the churches under our care. From the 
Presbyterial reports, it appears that the 
whole number of communicants belonging 
toour church has been increased; but it 
cannot now be ascertained to what precise 
extent, as many of those reports are imper- 
fect.* Admitting these additions to have 
been made of such as shall be saved, it is of 
little importance to us, whether they have 
been gathered into the Christian commu- 
nity, by the gradual distillations of the 


* * According to a standing order of the General 
Assembly ,the names of the ministers and churches, 
under their care, will be published next year ; 
and itis hoped that all the Presbyteries will be 
careful to send up their reports in the most pers 
fect form. 
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Holy Spirit, or by that influence which 
constitutes a revival of religion. Still 
there are many reasons for considering 
revivals of religion as peculiarly desirable ; 
and the Assembly would disappoint the 
churches under their care, ifthey failed to 
designate those which appear to have been 
most remarkable. During the last year, 
the following congregations have been 
graciously visited. viz. In the Presbytery 
of Niagara, Fredonia. In_ the *’resbytery 
of Gennesee, Sheldon, Oran; ville and 
Warsaw. In the Presbytery of Rochester, 
Riga and Bergen. Inthe Presbytery of Ge- 
neva, Romulus. In the Presbytery of Bath, 
Naples and Putney. In the Presbytery of 
@ayuga, Sempronius and Groton. In the 
Presbytery of Onondaga, Granby. In the 
Presbytery.of Oneida, Utica,Paris,Sheuan- 
doah, Herkimer and Little Falls. In the 
Presbytery of Otsego, Butternutt’s and 
Bowman’s Creek. In the Presbytery of St. 
Lawrence, the continuation of former re- 
vivals, in Brownville, Adams and Water- 
town. Inthe Presbytery of Champlain, 
notwithstanding many ahd great causes 
of mouining, they speak of a pleasing 
work of grace ,in the congregation of 
Mooers and West Port. It is gratifying 
to learn that this Presbytery has recently 
extended its limits by organizing a Pres- 
byterian Church in the city of Montreal. 
In the Presbytery of Londonderry, an ex- 
tensive revival has taken place in the con- 
gregation of Chester. In the Presbytery 
of Albany, the congregations of Knox, Ed- 
inburgh, Kingsborough, Esperansce and 
Ballston. Inthe Presbytery of North Riv- 
er, South Salem. In the Presbytery of 
Long Island, Freshpond. In the Pres- 
bytery of New York, the Rutgers-Street 
church has been blessed with a special 
revival : and in the city generally, there is 
evidently an increase of the spirit of reli- 
gion, as appears from the erection of sever- 
al new churches, and an augmented num- 
ber of communicants. In the Presbytery of 
Jersey, Newton, and New Brunswick, the 
congregations of Rockaway, Hanover, Pat- 
terson, Chatham, Morristown,Baskenridge, 
Hacketstown, Pleasant Grove, Mansfield, 
Lamington, German Valley, and Bound- 
brook. Inthe Presbytery of Susquehan- 
na, Pike, Silver Lake, Windsor, and Ath- 
ens. In the first Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
Doylestown, Neshomony, Newtown, Beer- 
tield and Kensington. These revivals, to- 
gether with the good order, an@ spirit of 
religious zeal, which prevails in the city of 
Philadelphia, render this a highly interest- 
ing part of our spiritual vineyard. In the 
Presbytery of New Castle, an extensive 
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work of grace seems to have commenced, 
and the congregations which have princi- 
pally shared in it are Fagg’s Manor, Up- 
per Qctarara, Nottingham, Charlestou, 
Pencador, St. George’s and Doe Run. 
The Presbytery of Carlisle must be added 
to this list; and in the interesting revival 
which has visited both the congregation 
and the College of Carlisle, we find an 
occasion for lively gratitude. In the Pres- 
bytery of Washington, Penn. Mill Creek 
and the Flats. In the Presbytery of Hart- 
ford, New Castle, Slippery Rock, Long 
Run, New Salem, Mount Pleasant, Hope 
well and Nishanok. This revival has been 
greatly promoted by Sabbath Schools and 
a system of visitation by several ministers. 
In the Presbytery of Grand River, War- 
ren and Geneva, have experienced small 
revivals. Inthe Presbytery of Winches- 
ter,a number have been added to the 
church, in consequence of revivals at 
Fredericksburgh and Hartwood. In the 
Presbytery of Lexington, Lexington, New 
Monmouth, Oxford, Timberridge New 
Providence and Fairfield. Inthe Presby- 
tery of Hanover, Petersburgh, Norfolk, 
Cumberland, Cubcreek, and Briery. In 
the Presbytery of Abingdon three congre- 
gations. In the Presbytery of Orange, 
Eno, and Little River. From the Presby- 
tery of Georgia we have heard with pecul- 
iar emotions, not only of the wide and mel- 
ancholy desolations which are spread a- 
round them, but of the reviving showers of 
divine grace which have descended upon . 
some of their churches. A powerful work 
of graec is said to have commenced in the 
congregation of Medway, and more than 
ordinary additions have been made to the 
churches of Augusta, Savannah, Darien 
and St. Mary’s. 

We have given a brief enumeration of 
the places winich have been favoured with 
the outpourings of the Spirit of God. 
These revivals, bearing as they do, the 
marks of a genuine work of grace, must be 
regarded as among the most cheering dis- 
pensations of Divine Providence towards 
our churches during the last year. 

We are happy to state that our friendly 
intercourse with the churches of Connecti- 
cut, Massachusetts, Vermont and New 
Hampshire, continues to be cherished ; and 
that from the annual reports furnished by 
the delegates from those bodies, the im- 
pression is favourable in regard to the pre- 
valence of truth and godliness in that re- 
gion. Their Colleges, and Theological 
Seminaries and Missionary institutions are 
flourishing ; and many of their churches 
have been visited with revivals of religion 
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The Coileggs of Hamilton, Dickinson, 
Jefferson, Alleghany, and North Carolina, 
have been represented asin a flourishing 
state. Many of them embrace a consider- 
able proportion of pious students ; and, in 
all, it is believed, the cause of morality 
and religion is decidedly gaining ground. 
With regard to errors on the subject of re- 
ligion, it would probably be correct to state 
that they are not making progress. Still 
it is deplorable, that in this age of light and 
revivals so many teachers of false and des- 
tructive systems of religion should exist. 
They are chiefly to be found among our 
new and unprotected churches ; and such 
a state of things, calls as well for the 
watchfulness of these churches, as the 
sympathies of more highly favoured Chris- 
tians. 

There is another truth which fidelity 
does not permit us to conceal. In many 
parts of our country, an unusual degree of 
opposition to the religtous charities which 
adorn the present age of the world, has 
been displayed. The manifestation of this 
spirit, should be considered as furnishing 
an evidence of the power and progress of 
religious exertion. It was not until the 
fire of God’s altar was cast into the earth, 
that there were voices and thunderings and 
an earthquake. Still such a state of things 
should be met by a growing spirit of 
prayer and circumspection, on the part of 
the friendsof Zion. Calling to action the 
gentleness and firmness, the humility and 
perseverance ofthe Gospel, they shall not 
fail of success. 

The events of the past year give strength 
to the impression that the church is rapid- 
ly approaching an important crisis. There 
is grief in our hearts,—but it is not the 
grief of consternation. We mourn the 
lukewarmness of many who profess to be 
the followers of a self-denying and zealous 
Master. We deplore the false zeal of er- 
rorists, and the fruitless hostility of incon- 
siderate men to the institutions of religion. 
We find cause for hamilation in the fact, 
that revivals of religion have not been as 
extensive, as those which on some former 
occasions it has beén our privilege to re- 
cord. Whatever gloom may seem to hang 
over the church is intended for her admo- 
nition. 

Every thing admonishes us, that what 
we do must be done quickly. During the 
past year, the names of M’Farquhar, Craw- 
iord, Hunter, Blair, Coe, Ogden, Wilson, 
Weir, Freeman, Hill, Bishop, Smith, 
Blatchford,* have been added from a- 


a 


* The Rev. Collin M’Farguhar, of the Pres- 
bytery of New Castle —The Rev. Edward Crawe 


mong our number to the list of the worthy 
dead. While we cannot but feel the ad- 
monition, which their memory awakens, 
the church mourns their removal as a pub- 
lic calamity. 

Trials were needful to awaken her toa 
just sense ofher duty. We are imperious- 
ly called to demonstrate our faith in the 
Saviour of man, by our devotedness to his 
cause and to his glory. Shall we zealous- 
ly support our Missionary, and Education, 
and Theological Institutions, assured, as 
we are, that they will eminently conduce 
to the prosperity and glory of the Church; 
or, shall we suffer them to languish and 
decline ? Let every friend of Zion and of 
man make his election. We rejoice that 
the period has arrived when this question 
must be answered. In the confidence that 
many, very many, are prepared to act a 
consistent and faithful part; and cheered 
by the light which the zeal of Christians 
and the graces of the Holy Spirit, cast 
through every interposing cloud, we are 
prepared to announce, that there is no 
cause for despondency. Beyond all that 
is obscure and cheerless, a vision of bless- 
edness breaks upon our view. Arise shine, 
Sor thy lightis come, and the glory of the 

rd is risen upon thee, is the voice of the 
King of Zion to his church. And were 
the darkest of her season yet before her, 
she should still advance witha steady and 
increasing light, until her glory struggles 
into everlasting day. 

By order of the Assembly, 
Wistram Netnn, Stated Clerk. 
May, 1823. 
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COLLEGE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Several of the Southern papers are very much 
occupied with the controversy which the Presi- 
dent of this institution has seen fit to undertake 
against the clergy and christians of various de- 
nominations. He and his partisans however “ are 
aow obliged to resort to pamphlets for the com- 
munication of matter, which not long azo withuut 





ford, of the Presbytery of Abingdon.—The Rev. 
Andrew Hunter, of the city of Washington.—The 
Rev. John D. Blair, of Richmond, Virginia.— 
The Rev. Jonas Coe, D. D. of Troy, N. York.— 
The Rev. Uzal Ogden, Newark, New Jersey.— 
The Rev. Robert Wilson, of Washington, Ky.— 
The Rex. William Weir, of Natches, Miss.— 
The Rev. Jonathan Freeman, of Bridgetown N° 
Jersey.—The Rev. George Hill, of the Presbyte- 
ry of Redstone—The Rev. David Bishop, of 
Easton, Pa.—The Rev. Daniel Smith, of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky.—The Rev. Henry Blatchford, 
a Rey. Dr. Blatchford, of Lansingburgh, 
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difficulty they could get inserted in the columns of 
the Gazettes. And these columns can now admit 
other communicatious to which tll lately they 
could afford no room.’’~Deleterious as at first sight, 
such acontroversy must be on the interests of 


that University, the final result will probably be 


beneficial. 
A writer in the Southern Intelligencer, re- 


marks _— 

The College of S. Carolina is public property : 
Every man in the state that pays tax, supports it, 
and the wishes of the people upon the subject 
ought to be consulted: And it does appear, that 
the clergy and religious people of this state have 
just cause of complaint. The appointment of Dr. 
Cooper as a Professor in the college was obnex- 
ious to Christians of all denominations ; but their 
feelings were trifled with, their murmurs disre- 
garded, and a deaf ear turned to all their remon- 
strances ; and upon the death of Dr. Maxcy, he 
was advanced to the presidency; and now be- 
cause the clergy and pious people of the state can- 
not commit their sons to hiscare apd direction, 
an effort is made to load them with public odium. 
But the pious people of the state will never be 
persuaded, that literature is every thing, and that 
morality and religion are nothing at all. It would 
be poor consolation toa pious parent, for his son 

“to return from college, with his head well stored 
with literature, if his heart was depraved, and his 
moral and religious sentiments corrupted. 

From the same paper, we also extract part of 
the Appendix, ‘to the Memoirs of Dr. Priestly 
written by himself and son.’—This Appendix is 
‘‘ascribed to Dr. Cooper as its author, and we 
lave never understood that he disavows it.”’ 

‘““ Whether a man believes in one God with 
the Unitarians, or in one God and two-thirds with 
the Arians ; or in three Gods with Dr. Horsley 
aud the Trinitarins, or in thirty thousand Gods, 
as Tarra tells us the heathens of his day could 
reckon up, or in no God at all like the Atheists, 
under any of these modes of behef a man may be 
a good member of society, and under all of them, 
men have been good members of society.”’—p.271-2. 

“ But fit do lead to Atheism, what then ?— 
Chere can be no crime in following truth where- 
ver it lead, and I think we have sufficient reason 
upon the whole to believe, that the result of truth 
must be more beneficial to mankind than error.— 
Nor can [see how the belief of no God can be 
more detrimental to society, or render a man less 
fitas a citizen than the belief of the thirty thou- 


_ sand Gods of the Pagans, or the equal absurdities 


of trinitarian orthodoxy. It is very dubious whe- 
ther the practice (the profane practice I might 
safely say )of resorting on all occasions to oaths, has 


_ done more good than harm ; and if society can- 


not offer within itself sufficient sanctions of re- 
ward and punishment, by positive institutions, 


- and the still stronger influence of public sentim- 
. entand common interest, very little can be added 


in reality, by a recourse to the terms of eternal 
damuation.” 


ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 
A report has been published by the Committee 
from which it appears that the whole amount of 


subscriptions, not including those for goods &c. is 
$19,054,67. 


“The site for building the Retreat, 
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is distant southwestwardly about 14 miles from the 
State House in Hartford. The grounds (17 acres) 
fronting on the Berlin Turnpike East, and hav. 
ing west street on the West, prevtnt, from the 
beautiful elevation of their westeri limits, an in- 
teresting prospect of the country eastward, witha 
partial view of Hartford and Wethersiield to the 
North and South. On this elevation, a building 
is erecting—its centre fifty feet square, to be three 
stories above the basement, with a north and 
south wing, each 50 by 30, to be 2 stories above 
the basement. The walls are constructing of 
stone, to be covered with a white cement, ox 
rough cast. Expense of the building not to ex- 
ceed $12,000.” 


FEMALE EDUCATION IN INDIA. 

The prejudices entertaiged by the Hindoos 
against the education of females, appear to be di- 
minishing. Miss Cook, an English Lady has 
under her care 15 schools, “ calculated to receive 
about 50cach. The subject is beginning to ex- 
cite attention among the natives; and a learned 
native has written a pamphiet, to prove that it was 
customary among the Hindoos, in ancient times, 
especially among the higher classes to educate 
their females, some of whose names are handed 
down even to the present time as celebrated for 
their acquiremeats.” 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 


THE JOURNALS OF MIS 
SIONARIES. 


To the Editor. 


Sir—I read with great pain the extracts 
from the Literary and Evangelical Maga. 
zine, Which appeared as the first article in 
your paper of May 10th. The occasion of 
this pain was a full conviction that the ef- 
fect of these extracts would be very perni- 
cious, so far as any effect was produced by 
them ; that many persons would be led to 
form a hasty judgment on the subject, 
which would preclude them from all can- 
did examination of it, and greatly preju- 
dice their minds against missions and mis- 
sionaries ; and that manifest injustice is 
done to the communications and charac- 
ters of those self denying men, who have 
personally engaged in the arduous work of 


ON 


preaching Christ to the heathen. Doubt- 
less the writer of the original article 


thought that he was promoting the imis- 
sionary cause; but ] cannot help suppo- 
sing him to be utterly mistaken, as to the 
tendency of his piece. It appears to me, 
that, from a few specimens of missionary 


journals, which were less interesting to 


him than he had expected, he formed a 
crude decision ; and that, with very little 
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reflection, he pronounced a sweeping sen- 
tence of condemnation, which is entirely 
undeserved. 

Neither your limits, nor my leisure, will 
permit me to go into so full a consideration 
of the subject, as [should otherwise desire 
to do; but my purpose is to advert to most 
of the topics, which are brought before the 
mind of the reader, in the extracts to which 
I refer. 

The general censure passed upon the 
coinmunications of missionaries, is worthy 
of a moment’s atteation. Of the students 
in our theological seminaries, from among 
whom the missionaries have generally 
been taken, the writer says :—“ There isa 


deficiency in their general knowledge of 


human nature, and in their scientific at- 
tainments. Their attention is very rarely 
directed to matters, which, if well under- 
stood and duly reported, would be very in- 
teresting to literary men and philosophers, 
and surely quite as improving to common 
readers as missionary journals now are.” 


Of the general character of the writings of 


missionaries, the writer speaks thus :— 
“ We do, then, with the utmost seriousness 
and solemnity, enter our protest against 
the present style and manner of missiona- 
ry journals, and the letters of missionaries, 
such as are commonly published in the ve- 
hicles of religious intelligence.” In gen- 
eral, these documents are journals of the 
daily work, of the ordinary secular employ- 
aments of the missionaries, such as planting 
corn, hoeing potatoes, clearing up new 
grounds, building houses, &c. &c.”— “* But 
again, men of taste and learning are in 
danger of being incurably disgusted with 
religious magazines and newspapers, and 
of conceiving contempt for missionaries 
and their cause.” After giving a ficti- 
tious specimen of a missionary journal, 
designed to be frivolous and ridiculous, 
which we shall quote presently for another 
purpose, the following words are added: 
** But we appeal to any man of cultivated 
taste and improved understanding, wheth- 
er the general strain of missionary journals 
is of higher character than the fictitious 
specimen given above.” 

Though the writer does not say, that 
there may not be some rare exceptions to 
the general emptiness of the documents 
here described, yet no honorable or even 
decent exception is specified by him ; and 
the effect of his general condemnation up- 
on the minds of most readers, if not upon 
the minds of all, is thal of a universal con- 
demnation. You would not suppose, from 
the mannerin which the subject is here 
created, that the communications of mis- 
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sionaries, fur the last thirty years, furnish 
any thing, which men of sense and taste 
would wish to read. Is such an impres- 
sion warranted by facts? Is such a de. 
cision tolerable ? For myself, I consider 
the sentence thus authoritatively pronoun. 
ced by this critic, as totally unjust; and | 
fearlessly appeal from it to every candid 
person, who has read the missionary jour- 
nals with attention. Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. 
Graut, Mr. Simeon, in Great-Britain, the 
late Dr. Dwight, and other gentlemen of a 
kindred spirit, in this country, could find 
something to interest them, in the early 
communications of the American missiona- 
ries; and I am persuaded that the interest has 
greatly increased within the five years past. 

Let it be observed bere, that the alleged 
deficiency of missionaries, in regard to gen- 
eral knowledge and scientific attainments, 
applies with equal force to the younger 
clergy of our own country ; indeed the 
writer applies it to the students in the the- 
ological seminaries generally. Beyond a 
doubt the missionaries, taken as a body, are 
equal, in point of knowledge and attain- 
ments, to their brethren educated at the 
same seminaries. I mean that this is, the 
case when they leave the places of their 
education. And are we to be told, at the 
moment when all our seminaries of learn- 


ing are improved, and when the time of 


study is greatly enlarged, and when the 
christian public is invited to educate young 
men for the ministry—that these very 
young men, on whom the hopes of the 
church are reposed, come forth, after nine 
years preparation for professional service, 
sO ignorant that they cannot, or do not, 
write any thing, but what serves to deprave 


the tastes and lower the understanding of 


the religious public ? 

I now propose to take up the objections 
of this writer in their order. 

“In the first place,” says he, “ these 
things are read, and they will be read, on 
the Sabbath. And, asto the far greater 
partof them, any thing else not immoral, 
might be read with as great propriety, and 
with as good hope of religious improve- 
ment.” ‘Then follows the sentence, above 
quoted, about planting corn, &c. The 
writer adds : “ And this, in general, is the 
Sabbath day reading of a great many sub- 
scribers to religious magazines and news- 
papers.” 

1 am far from wishing to diminish the 
reverence for the Sabbath ; or to encour- 
age any course of reading inconsistent wi) 
the strictest observance of that day. But 
does the writer mean to assert, that mis- 
sionary journals should contain nothing 
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taste which is not of a purely: religious charac- 
pres- ter, and does not relate to the progress of 
—_ religion in the heart? ‘This would seem 
ee to be his meaning here; but whether it is, 
moun- ‘or not, he means something very different 
> od, on the next page, as will appear hereafter. 
jour- ‘As to the subject itself, I have no hesita- 
M ‘tion in saying, that missionary journals 
oe may with propriety contain many things, 
n, the which had better be laid aside on the Sab- 
“i ofa bath, that the mind may be employed on 
| find something more suited to the sacredness of 
early the day. While this is admitted, it does 
siona- not follow, that the perusal of every secu- 
st has lar incident is a profanation of the Sab- 
} past. bath. How many such incidents are men- 
leged tioned inthe accoum of Paul’s shipwreck, 
Sen- us recorded inthe Acts ? Suppose an em- 
JENS, inent minister of the gospel, a Whitfield, 
Inger for instance, should suffer shipwreck in our 
1 the days, and should write an account of it 
the- containing strictly religious notices, deep- 
ond a _ ly interesting in their character, and of the 
y, are best tendency ; would it be unlawful to 
ttain- read this account on the Sabbath, because 
t the it might describe the courses and distances, 
s. the the winds and currents, the casting of the 
their anchor, and the escape to land? Yet 
t the these incidents are, in themselves, of a sec- 
earn- ular nature. Is it unlawful to read a piece 
ie ol _ of religious biography on the Sabbath, be- 
1 the cause it may relat: such incidents, as 
oung the repeated sicknesses of the subject of it ; 
very his being attended by an eminent physi- 
the cian ; and many other things of a similar 
nine nature? Let the manner in which the 
vice, . scriptures are written, even the most spirit- 
not, ual parts of them, answer this question.— 
rave Sull, I would say, let the christian be 
g of guarded, and let him guard his children 
against unprofitable reading onthe Sab- 
ions bath, whether it appear in missionary jour- 
nals, or any whereelse. There is not a re- 
hese ligious magazine now published in the 
on christian world, which does not contain 
ater | somethings unsuitable to the Sabbath.— 
ral, Shall it therefore be said, that no man shall 
and take up the Christian Observer, or ihe 
ve Christian Spectator, or the Literary and 
ove | Evangelical Magazine, or the Sabbath, 
[he - because he may find articles of this kind ; 
the articles much farther removed from reli- 
ub- gion than any which he will find in papers 
ws- _ €xclusively devoted to missionary intelli- 
gence ? 
the It is next objected, that the missionary 
ur: reading of the present day takes the place of 
igh more solid and substantial reading. This 
Sut objection has been madein another maga- 
ie zine ; and it is made with such an air of 
ng confidence, that many yield to it without 


reflection. The reader has a right to de- 
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mand the evidence. No evidence has yet 
been produced to my knowledge ; and I ut- 
terly deny the truth of the assertion. In 
some rare instances, the reading of mission- 
ary intelligence and the engaging in works 
of active beneficence, leave less time for 
more solid reading, than would otherwise 
be enjoyed. But, if this be an evil, it is 
one which seems inseparable from our im- 
perfect state of existence here below, and 
one which will increase till the advent of 
the millenium. There are some persons 
so much engrossed in labors of love, with 
reference both to the bodies and souls of 
their fellow-men, that they really have lit- 
tle opportunity to read any thing but then 
Bibles. Though they contribute liberally, 
and even muniticently, in aid of. missions, 
they scarcely get time to look into a reli- 
gious newspaper once a month ; and as 
for other publications, they are entirely out 
of the question. But tor one person of this 
description, there are ten or twenty who 
are allured to read missionary intelligence 
by its interest, and the intrinsic grandeua 
and dignity of the cause, although they 
never before read any thing. Is this class 
of persons to be overlooked and forgotten ? 
Is it nothing to raise up a numerous host 
of readers, from among those who could 
never comprehend: a scientific book, and 
who would never be attracted by the most 
elaborate reviews, the subtlest disquisitions, 
or the most exquisite poetry. Is it nothing 
to raise up aclass of active labourers iu 
works of beneficence, from among those 
who, a few years since, never thought of 
doing any thing for the good of their fel- 
low-creatures, beyond their own families, 
or immediate neighbourhoods? Let the 
considerate reader judge for himself; but 
Jam not backward to express my opinion, 
that religious and missionary intelligence 
has enlarged the minds, and elevated the 
aims and the affections, of more persons in 
the United States, than all other writings, 
except the Bible, and books of the most 
serious practical cast, derived immediatels 
from the Bible. Not only is this the case 
in point of fact; but it must be so, and it 
oughtto be so. It would not be diflicult 
to prove, that there is more just thought, 
and more sound sense,—more that is cal- 
culated to improve the mind, and to sug- 
gest useful topics of reflection, in mission- 
ary journals, than in many an elaborate es- 
say or review, on which the author bestow- 
ed much pains, and concerning which he 
is not a little mortified, that every body 
should not be eager to readit. And asto 


the subjects of missionary documents, and 
those which occupy the pages of literary 
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magazines, there can be no comparison 
between them. As little dcubt can there 
be, respecting the comparative ease with 
which these classes of subjects are under- 
stood by persons of common education and 
moderate capacity. So far is this distinc- 
tion from disparaging the cause of mnis- 
sions, that it elevates that cause immeasur- 
ably. The New Testament is the plain- 
est and most intelligible book in the world, 
while, in point of inherent dignity and true 


elevation, it leaves every other book out of 


sight and out of remembrance, 

I suspect the cause of the charge 
against missionary intelligence, as having 
supplanted other kinds of reading, to be 
this. Many subscribers to literary maga- 
“ines have declined taking them longer 
than a year or two; and, to a considerable 
extent, have assigned as a reason, that they 
wished to take works which contain more 
missionary intelligence. Hence it has 
been concluded, that missionary intelli- 
gence supplants other reading. ‘Though 
the conclusion may seem legitimate, still 
Iam convinced itis unsound. Thé sim- 
ple fact is, that persons who give up litera- 
ry magazines, for whatever assigned rea- 
son, generally do it because they have not 
read these works, or have read them super- 
ficially and take little interest in them.— 
They may be willing to read missionary in- 
telligence ; but, if this were not to be had, 
they would content themselves with a com- 
mon newspaper, and perhaps scarcely look 
into that. IJtis altogether preposterous to 
suppose, that, if you could annihilate mis- 
sonary magazines, or, which is the same 
thing, persuade the readers of them that 

hey contain little worthy of the attention 
ofa man of sense, you would of course 
drive the readers to become subscribers for 
‘ilerary magazines. If a man prefers 
white bread to brown, or brown to white, 
you may compel him to eat that which he 
‘oves least, by taking away that which he 
‘oves best ; for he must cat something.— 
But, if you will not let people read that 
which they love to read, they will read 
nothing. ‘True, you can gradually improve 
‘he taste of readers ; but you will never do 
t by scolding about superficial thinkers, 
and the degeneracy of modern times. 

Besides, many persons take literary 
magazines more on account of the small 
»ortion which is devoted to missionary in- 
telligence, than for any other reason. It 
's not strange, therefore, that they should 
prefer a paper which contains ten times as 
much of that kind of reading, for the sake 
of which they first subscribed to the litera- 
ry magazine 








It is alleged that this is ithe age of shal. 
low reading. The present occasion does 
not permit me to discuss the subject a 
length. While it is admitted that the cler. 
gy of this country are less learned than 
they were a hundred, or a hundred and 
fifty years ago, it will be allowed that they 
are more learned than they were fifty o; 
twenty-five years ago. The principal rea- 
son why the clergy are not at present as 
learned as their predecessors in forme: 
generations were, is not that they are more 
deficient in understanding, or in industry; 
nor because they give all their time to su- 
perficial reading ; but, which is infinitel; 
to their honor, because they are so ex- 
hausted by the active duties of their profes- 
sion, by preaching in season and out of 
season, by pastoral visiting, and by those 
extraordinary efforts which revivals of 1e- 
ligion call forth, that they have little 
time for study. Beyond all question, the 
professions ot law and physic never con- 
tained more solid learning, than they do at 
tnis moment. The same is true of the 
Universities ef Europe and America.— 
Many of the sciences are making more 
rapid advances, than at any previous time, 
since the days of Noah. All the useful 
aits are receiving improvements with ev- 
ery 1evolving year. And, what is directly 
to my purpose, the number of intelligent 
readers, on general subjects, is ten times 
greater, both in Europe and America, than 
it was fifty years ago, or at any previous 
period. Locke is read by five times as 
many persons now, as during his life time, 
or for fifty years after his death. Can 
any man suppose, that fewer copies of 
Locke, Reid, Stewart, and Brown, are 
now sold at the bookstores, than of similar 
works, at any time during the two last cen- 
turies ? And as to the periodical press, it 
is now conducted with more talent than 
ever heretofore. The readers of periodi- 
cals in Great Britain have been multiplied 
at least a hundred fold, within a hundred 
years ; and many of these periodicals con- 
tain the emanations of powerful minds; 
such minds as would dignify and adorn 
any country and any age. And as to this 
country, there are not fewer than six or 
seven magazines, each of which shows in- 
comparably more science, and more useful 
talent, than can be found in the Gentle- 
man’s Magazine, while it was the only 
work of the kind in the British jempire ; 
and each of which has more readers, at 
this moment, unless I am greatly mistaken, 
than the Gentieman’s Magazine had, at 
the period alluded to. The human mind 
was never more active, and inventive, and 
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of a yearning heart. 


_ ved by the trump of the last day. 
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enterprising, and efficient, than since the 
commencement of the present century.— 
_ Away, then, with this prating about the in- 


" feriority of modern times, and superficial 


thinking, and all that. It may be that the 
present age will see no Bacon, or Edwards ; 
but Edwards certainly, and Bacon proba- 
bly, is read by continually increasing num- 
‘bers, and will exert a continually increas- 
‘ing influence. Whether we or our chil- 
dren shall see an Edwards, or not, we and 
they shallsee hundreds and thousands of 
men, who will be found capable of carry- 
ing on, through the gracious aid of our 
Divine Benefactor, the works of love and 
mercy, in which he invites them to parti- 
fipate. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 


THE ORPHAN GIRL. 


A few evenings since, when at the house 
of a friend in N. Haven, I was not a little 
interested in the appearance of a little Girl 
about six years old. Her father was a na- 
five of this state; but for some years-past, 
had_been residing in Charleston, S.C. Her 
mother died in , atte last, and left her 
only child motherless. The father with 
his little daughter, was lately on his return 
to this city. They had been on the pas- 
sage about three days, when it was noticed 
One evening that he appeared rather differ- 
ent from usual. He asked for Brandy, and 
drank considerable ; was talkative and rest- 
Tess during the night.* About four o’clock 
in the morning, he took his child on deck. 
ft was calm and pleasant. The moon was 
turning the ocean into a vast reservoir of 
Silver--the vessel was gliding over its bo- 
$om with a serenity that scarcely caused 
the waters to ripple. The father sat down 
by his child and talked with her with a ten- 
derness that seemed like the overflowing 
Having conversed 
With her for some tine, he says “ Captain 


“We have long been acquaintances and 


ee ey commend my poor child to your 
indness”—and he immediately sprang 


‘®ver-board! Every exertion was made to 


Bave him, and they would have beeg suc- 
meg had he not made strenuous exer- 
fions to- drown. He dove downwards— 
the waters closed around him—and a few 
bubbles arose to tell that his spirig had fled, 
Aud his body no more to rise till summon- 
The 
child still sat beside the hat and cloak of 
her father, pale and mute with grief—but 


* It is stated that Mr. $. wats ia a state of men- 
Mal derangement 
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too young to know her siluation. She is 
a lovely child, an orphan, and as I believe, 
friendless, homeless, destitute. I stroked 
her beautiful head, and she seemed pleas- 
ed; but when I mentioned her father, she 
pressed my hand, and her bright eyes were 
overflowing with tears. She stood alone 
among strangers like the tender shoot that 
trembles before everv breeze, after the 
lightnings of heaven have torn away its pa- 
rent stock. I was too deeply affected with 
the situation of this poor child not to wish 
it were in my power to give her a home ; 
and I cannot but hope that some of our be- 
nevolent friends will take this frail and for- 
saken flowret and rear it as their own. 
She will become worthy of their kindness 
while they live ; and when they die, their 
memories will be blessed by the orphan, 
ANNETY SKINNER. T. 


SUMMARY. 


The Treasurer of the American Educa- 
tion Society acknowledges the receipt of 
$1244,55 in the month of May. 


In the legislature of Massachusetts the 
Report of a Committee in favour of a 
Charter for the Institution at Amherst, has 
been referred to the next session. 


The Episcopal Church of Pennsylva- 
nia, has a fund of $30,000, which was rais- 
ed by the annual subscription of clergymen, 
whose widows and childsen_are assisted by 
the interest annually arising from it. 





The Treasurer of the United Foreigi 
Missionary Society, acknowledges the re- 
ceit of $1734,31, during the month of 
May. The Managers of this Society wish 
“to send as soon as practicable, an adii- 
tional Farmer to Union, and a Blacksmith 
to Harmony. They should be men well 
skilled in their respective occupations ; in 
communion with some christiag church, 
and able to furnish satisfactory recommen- 
dations.” Applications may be made to 
Z. Lewis, Esg. Doinestic Secretary and 
Treasurer of the U. F. M.S, New-York. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, recommend to the Churches 
of their communion to observe the first 
Thursday of November next, as a day of 
Thanksgiving, Humiliation and Prayer. 


The fifth anniversary of the Presbyteri- 
an Education Socity, was held in tbe Brick 
Church, New-York, on Thursday evening 
the &th of May. Tis Socicty had, the 
last year, one hundred and three young 
men under its patronage. The meeting 
was opened with prayer by the Rey. Dr. 
Vaillver, and addresses were made by the 
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Rev. Messrs. Baldwin, Smith, Wickham, 
Lansing, and by the Rev. Dr. M’Auley. 


The Rev. Dr. Rice, of Richmond, Va. 
has accepted his appointment as Professor 
in the Theological Seminary to be estab- 
lished in that State. 


The two hundredth anniversary of the 
settlement of New-Hampshire, was cele- 
brated at Portsmouth on the 24th ult. 


Evtvact from a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Summerfield to the Editors of the Com- 
mercial Advertiser. 

“ Tam now safely arrived in England, 
and have for the last ten days been feast- 
ing my fainting appetite on those intellec- 
tual dainties which the present season nev- 
er fails to provide for all who prefer the 
prosperity of Zion, to their chief joy. Im- 
mediately after the anniversary of the 
Protestant Bible Society at Paris, I has- 
tened my departure, and arrived here just 
in time to skim the cream of some of the 
sweetest dishes that earth can possibly af- 
ford. The anniversaries began three days 
after I reached London ; and I have really 
fatigued myself in plodding through them, 
though they are but just entered upon. I 
obtained a printed list of the principal 
ones, and find that from the 29th of April 
to the 7th of June,there are no less than 
fifty-three ! You will be perhaps as much 
surprised as I was at this number, and won- 
der that names can be attached to so many 
associations formed by the Christian com- 
monwealth for the benefit of man,—many 
of them I never heard of before—some 
were familiar to me: however, they in- 
clude every thing which the ingenuity of 
man could invent for the melioration of the 
moral condition of his fellow man—for, in- 
deed, ingenuity has been connected with 
mercy, iu this astonishing display of phi- 
lanthropy. 

‘* Ainid the vast variety, you may be sure 
that those anniversaries immediately con- 
nected with our own institutions, claimed a 
first rank in my attentions. Yesterday was 
held our General Missionary Meeting in 
City Road Chapel—what a scene! Al- 
though the chair was not taken till 11, the 
people began to collect at 7 and 8 o’clock, 
each anxious to secure a place, willing pa- 
tiently to endure the fatigue of the live- 
long day till 5 in the afternoon. None 
were admitted but on tickets, and no tick- 
ets were issued but to subscribers of one 
guinea per annum; of this class, there 


were no less than five thousand five hun- 
dred, although the Chapel would not con- 
tain more than half the number.” 


Ubituary.—Mrs. Churchédl. 


[Jung 


JEWISH RABBI AT NICE; 


It is a pleasing circumstance to recor 
that the Jewish rabbi at Nice, after hear. 
ing Mr. Way preach at his chapel, and 
having many conversations with him op 
the subject of the Messiah, gave him a let. 
ter of recommendation to the chief rabbi a 
Jerusalem, in case Mr. Way should vis. 
it that city. Mr. Way sailed from Nice 
with the Rev. W. Lewis, &c. the secon 
week in March.—Jewish Er. 


OBITUARY. 


MRS. RHODA CHURCHILL. 


Died at New Lebanon, New York, on the 2) 
of May last,Mrs. Ruopa CuurcHiLi,wife of thy 
Rev. Silas Churchill of that place, aged 57 years 
She was the youngest daughter of the Rev. Josh. 
ua Belden late of Wethersfield, (Newington,) 
Conn. At an early age she became a hopefi) 
subject of divine grace, and made a public profes. 
sion of her faith in Christ. She was married 
Mr. Churchill in 1797, and after passing throug 
the changes of twenty-five years, she has left, 
husband and five children to mourn her irrepar. 
able loss. Mrs. Churchill was uniformly atten. 
tive to the public worship and ordinances of God. 
and also much devoted to the religious duties o 
the family and the closet. Although naturally o: 
a retiring turn of mind, she was singularly usefy 
in her station—always ready to afford aid an 
counsel to her companion in the duties and trial: 
of his public life. She ever felt adeep interes 
in the welfare of the church, and was willing t 
make every possible and reasonable exertion fo: 
her prosperity. Nor did she confine her beneve 
lent desires and efforts to the place of her own res 
idence, or that branch of the church where she 
lived, but entered with deep interest into thy 
charitable enterprises of the present day. Know. 
ing that Christ’s kingdom is a kingdom of mean: 
she was ever ready to aid in increasing and spread 
ing the means of his own appointment. 

Mrs. Churchill was blest with good health gen 
erally, and apparently of a good constitution, unt 
about 5 months before her death, when she fe 
into a state of nervous debility from which she un 
ver wholly recovered. As her health failed, h 
faith and hope in Christ increased; and as he 
prospects from this world were broken off, her a 
tachment to another evidently strengthened. Ske 
had the pleasure to see two of her children hop: 
fulls pious, and on her death bed was deeply any 
ious for the salvation of the others. And whe 
unable to address them onthe subject of religion, 
she most affectionately and earnestly commence 
them to the special prayers and attention of he 
surviving husband. fier last hours were disti 
guished with sweet peace and submission to t) 
Divine will. Thus with great composure and 
firm reliance on the merits of the Lord Jesw 
Christ, she resigned her spirit to him, and f: 
asleep in his arms. At her funeral, an appropr 
ate sermon was delivered by the Rev. Hema: 
Humphrey of Pittsfield from John xiv. 2,3. “Ls 
to prepare a place for vou. 
pare a place for you, [I will come again andr 
ceive you to myself; that where [ am there }' 
may be also.” 


And if I go and pre- 
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Ws. ESTHER BRADLEY. 


Died, in this city, Wednesday the 14th ult. in 
the 8lst year of her age, Mrs. Estuer Brap- 


7 


rev, the widow of the late James Bradley, of 


whom a brief account is contained in the first vol- 
ume of the Religious Intelligencer, page 702. Mrs. 
Bradley was placed ia circumstances of compe- 
tency and comfort, sustained a respectable stand- 
‘ing in society, and discharged the duties of her 
‘station with far more than ordinary fidelity, ac- 
‘ceptance and usefulness, She possessed good 
B sense, had a sound mind, and judgment very much 
enriched by experience. She was an affectionate, 
faithful and attentive wife. The heart of her hus- 
band did safely trust in her. She did him good 
‘and not evil all the days of her life. She regula- 
ted all her domestic concerns with rare propriety, 
order and felicity. Mrs. Bradley was distioguished 
‘for her economy in the use of the means she pos- 
‘sessed for doing good. She literally gathered up 
the fragments ; and made much of little, in every 
“thing. She did sensible good to the indigent, by 
‘exciting them to industry, furnishing them with 
employment, and then rewarding them for their 
Jabour. Few so well direct their benevolent ex- 
_ertions, or accomplish as much in this way. Mrs. 
Bradley had been 60 years a member of the visi- 
“ble church of Christ, and uniformly adorned that 
profession. She was humble, teachable, and con- 
‘sistent; never professed more than she felt, or 
“promised more than she performed, She ever ap- 
peared resigned, contented, and cheerful, loved 
“prayer, christian society, and rejoiced in the pros- 
-perity of Zion. She was not apt to indulge suspi- 
_cion or speak evil of others; but kept her own 
heart with diligence, and enjoyed divine consola- 
tions. Her decline was gradual, and as her end 
approached she seemed, a considerable part of 
the time, lost, and, ia a measure, vacant of 
thought. But during a number of the last days of 
her life, especially, her mind sensibly brightened 
up, and she expressed resignation, composure, and 
lively joy, in view of her departure. Her mind 
particularly revived inthis manner, when she was 
spoken to on the subject of religion, or called to 
unite with a christian friend in prayer. Her rea- 
diest recollections and last thoughts were of the 
soul, salvation, Christ, glory. Mrs. Bradley hap- 
pily realized, ** Thou shall come to thy grave ina 
fullage, like as a shock of corn cometh in his 
season.” The writer, from an uninterrupted ac- 
quaintance, little short of 20 years, believes that 
the following passages are applicable as de- 
secriptive of her character. “ She seeketh wool 
and flax, amd worketh willingly with her hands. 
She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she 
reacheth forth her hands to the needy. She open- 
eth her mouth with wisdom ; and in her tongue is 
She looketh well to the 
ways of her household, and eateth not the bread 
of idleness. Her children arise up, and cal! her 
blessed: her husband also, and he praiseth her. 
(rive her of the fruit of her hands, and Jet her owu 
works praise her in the gates.” 





CONNECTICUT RDUCATION SOCIETY. 
. The Treasurer of the Connecticut Education 
~moctety has reeeived the following donation s 
since the 8th of February, 1823. viz— 


Cash of the Ed. Soc Western District. 


Fairfield co. by M. Mordin, Esq. Treas. $16 00 
J 00 


Cash of Mr. Setah Barnes 
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Cash of first church, Farmington, by Dea. 


E. Porter Treas. 63 50 
Cash of 12 ladies, Hartford 60 00 
Cash of Russel C. Abernathy, Esq 7 06 
Cash of Fem. Cent. Soc. Winchester by 

Mrs. P.. Marsh, Treas. 7 00 
Cash of a Lady in Southington by Rev. D. 

L. Ogden 5 00 
Cash of first Charch. Stamford, by Rev. D. 

Smith 40 50 


Cash of Fem. Cent. Soc. Stamford by same 20 00 
Cash of the first church, Hartford, by Seth 


Terry Esq. 63 00 
Cash of Mr. Jonathan Maltby 9 00 
Cash of Aux. Ed. Soc. New Preston 10 75 


Cash of Young men’s Charitable Soc. Som- 
ers, by Mr. Jesse Meacham, Treasurer 
Cash of Fem. Aux. Ed. Soc. Salisbury. by 

Miss Chloe Lamb, Treasurer 21 25 
Cash of Fem. Cent. Soc. Norfolk by Miss 
E Roys, Treas. 
Cash of the Church Charitable Soc Cole- 
brook, by Mr.Daniel Stillman,Treasurer 30 26 
Cash of people of Danbury, by Miss Caro- 


19 25 


12 00 





line Comstock 30 00 
Cash of Fem. Ed. Soc. Canaan, by Mr. S. 

Reed 1 50 
Cash of Mr. Caleb Atwater 20 OO 
Cash of Mr. Daniel Nettleton 1 00 
Cash of Andrew Huntington Esq. by Dea. 

N. Whiting 2 

442 57 


1 Bedquilt from Watertown ; 2 yards Bleached 
linen aed 1 pair of stockings from a lady ; 2 Clas- 
sical Books of Dr. Oliver Pease, by Rey. C. A 

Soodrich 31384 yards Cotton Cloth, 1 pair stock- 
ingsand I handkerchief, from the Education Soe. 
‘Torrington. 

1 Box containing sundry articles valued at $19 
15 cents, viz. Scravats, 3. Shirts, 1 pair gloves, 9 
towels, 2 vests, 3 vest patterns, 5 pillow cases, 3 
skeins silk and 2 of cotton, 4 pair stockings, } 
pair socks, 2 pair of woolen and 2 pair Cotton 
socks. Also I hat, 1 handkerchief pin and on« 
ring received from people of Danbury. 

6 yards shirting, 1 cotton shirt, 1 wooleu shirt, 
3 pair woolen stockings, 2 pair suspenders, 5% 
yards black fulled cloth, and ¥ yard brown fulled 
cloth, valued at 18 doilars, received of the church 
Charity Soc, Colebrook, by Mr. Danie} Stillman 
Treasurer. 

Windham County charitable Soc. by Theoph 
ilus B. Chandler Esq. Treasurer, 1 Delph. Hor- 
ace and one Lockes Essay, 2 volumes. 

A number of yards of cloth from Plaisfield, by 
Rev. Mr. Fowler. From Waterbury Few. Benev- 
olent Soc. 4 shirts, 6 cravats, 5 pair stockings 
and one bedquilt, 

From Fem. Ed. Soc. Canaan, 2 pair stockings. 


June 14th 1823. 5 TWINING, ‘Treas 


SELECT SENTENCES. 
The happiness of heaven consists in those 
things for which a wicked man hath no 
relish. 


Truth is a bridge over which we travel 
from earth to heaven; take one of the 
arches away, and the bridge falls; or, like 
steps, take any away, and the passage if 
dangerous and difiicult. 








POETRY. 
THE CRUCIFIXION. 
By James Mantgomery. 


[We shoold feel some difficulty in pointing out 
any sonnet in the English langaage possessed 
ef so much real power and sublimity.] 


[ Port Folio. 


I asked the heavens—“ What foe to God hath 
done ; 

This unexampled deed ?”—The heavens exclaim, 

“°Twas man; and we in horror snatched the 
sun 

} rom such a spectacle of guilt and shame.” 

I asked the sea ; the sea in fury boil’d, 

And answered with his voice of storms—* “Twas 
man ; 

My wave in panick at his crime recoil'd, 

Disclos'’d the abyss, and from the centre ran.” 

i asked, the earth ; the earth replied aghast, 

“**Twas man; and such strange pangs my bosom 
rent, 

That still I grdan and shudder at the past.” 

Lo man, gay, smiling, thoughtless man, I went, 

And asked him next ;—He turned a scornful eye, 

Shook his proud head, and deigned me no reply. 





From the Youth’s Guardian. 
A SOLEMN THOUGHT. 
‘ Dust thou art and unto dust thou shalt return.” 


Mr. Epiror,—lIn passing up Wall-street the 
other day, as 1 came opposite the Presbyterian 
meeting-house, my attention was suddenly arres- 
ted by an unusual noise proceeding from the bun- 
al ground. I cast my eyes over the railing when 
a spectacle presented itself truly solemn and aw- 
ful. [saw an opening into a vault from which a 
person was throwing up rotten and crumbling 
pieces of beards. ‘These, I was informed, were 
the remains of coffins which had, thirty years ago, 
inclosed human bodies. Not only the muscles 
and other soft parts, but the very bones had com- 
pletely dissolved and mixed with their mother 
earth. A single trace or vestige of the original 
form could not be seen. I here saw literally ful- 
filled that declaration of Jehovah so indelibly 
stamped upon every man, dust thou art, and unto 
dust thou shalt return. The impressions made at 
this time Lam unable to describe. A voice from 
the tombs appeared to sound in my ears, ‘ prepare 
to meet thy God. Ina few years this will be thy 
case, even all this generation.” The immortal 
spirits which were once covered with this dust, 
are now in eternity. They were once as we are 
now, engaged in the active scenes of life, full of 
hope, fear, the cares and anxicties of this life ; 
some no doubt were following the maxims and 
fashions of the world, while others were eagerly 
grasping after riches with little or no concern 
tor their souls; and some it is hoped were laying 
up treasures in heaven which they now enjoy. 

* How lov'd, how valued once avails thee not; 
To whom related, or by whom begot, 

A heap of dust alone remains of thee : 

"Tis all thou art and all the proud shall be.” 





















































Poctry.—A Solemn Thought.—Anecdote. [June 


ANECDOTE. 

Jane M. C. an Irish girl, died of the yellow ¢; 
ver last fallin one of our great cities. At he 
death she gave the most decided evidence of he, 
faith in Christ. She attended the Sabbath Schov 
in Ireland before she came to this country. Sj, 
had to work hard to support her aged mothe; 
and two younger brothers, and in order that sh: 
might learn her chapter, and at the same time 
get on with her spinning task daily, she wou\ 
rest her Bible upon two iron spikes in the wall, an¢ 
by this means having her book open before her, 
she both spun and committed atthe same tim: 
By the blessing of God accompanying the readin; 
and rehearsal of God’s Holy Word, she was le: 
to discover that by nature and practice she was ; 
poor lost sinner, and that she needed an Almight 
Saviour to deliver her soul from the wrath to come 
From the time our Lord was graciously please: 
to enlighten her mind in the knowledge of his Be- 
loved Son, the effect was very manifest in her 


life and conduct. On one occasion, when he: : 


mother sen: Jane to the market to sell yarn, th: 
purchaser, by mistake having over paid her, Jan 
did not discover this until she came home; 
haying made the discovery, she said to her mo- 
ther, the merchant gave me too much, it would be 
wrong of me to keep it; she went immediately in 
search of the man, and gave him the extra pay- 
ment. When her relations would often invite 
Jane to go on a Saturday night to spesd Sunday 
with them, while she was desirous of maintaining 
the friendship of her relations, she would not go 
to them till after Sunday, lest she would be pre 
vented from attending the Sunday School. 





DIVINE INFLUENCES NECESSARY. 


‘The most accurate description of the sun cai 
neither afford us its light nor warmth, so the mosi 
exact definition of divine grace cannot convey its 
power to the mind, till “God, who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness,” shine within 
us. 

Without the agency of the Holy Spirit to ea- 
lighten the eyes of our understanding, we shall bx 
in darkness like blind Bartimeus, though sur- 
— by the meridian beams of the Gospel o' 

‘hrist. ‘ 





SANDWICH MISSION. 


We stop the press to insert a postscript of a le: 
ter we have just received from the Rev, Mr. Stu 
art, one of the missionaries to the Sandwich Is: 
ands, dated ship Thames, atsca, Feb.2, 1823. 

* All’s well—south lat. 44°, W. long. 60°—sen: 
by Britania of London, met on the Brazil banks, 
Did not touch at the Cape de Verd Islands.’’— 
The letter states, that excepting a few days se: 
sickness in the early part of the voyage, the mis 
sion family were in excellent health and spirit, 
and were happy in their undertaking and in th 
society of each other. 
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